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University to run Keesler medical training 
 
Associated Press 

GULFPORT, Miss. — The University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson will take over the medical training 
program at Keesler Air Force Base, Miss., on July 1, 2007, university officials say. 

Dan Jones, vice chancellor for health affairs at UMC, said Tuesday that the 100 Air Force doctors currently at 
Keesler will still run the program, but they will become faculty members of the medical center. 

“We’ve not been able to serve this part of the state as well as what we should, and we’d like to change that,” Jones 
told a meeting of community leaders and elected officials. 

The Base Realignment and Closure commission plan called for a “community hospital” at Keesler, which would 
have eliminated the training program for young doctors just out of medical school. 

However, Air Force officials said after Hurricane Katrina that the base would be restored to its pre-storm condition, 
including the training program. 

Keesler sustained about $915 million of damage during the storm. 

Air Force doctors will continue to get training at Keesler, and medical students from UMC will also do rotations at 
the hospital and at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Jones said. 

“This provides the state an excellent opportunity to maintain medical positions in this state,” he said. “For us, this is 
a win-win situation.” 

Information from The Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald 
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